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This dissertation attempts to study in comprehensive and systematically the 
development changes of Malaysian Hokkien regional associations (MHRA) based on 
the associations’ publications, newspapers reports and fieldworks outcomes. 
This dissertation is divided into seven parts. Introduction explains the 
significance and objectives of the study, literature reviews, research methodology and 
some crucial definitions or concepts of the study. Chapter One reviewed the migration 
history of Hokkiens into Malaysia, the development process of MHRA and analyses 
their organizational structure. 
Based on a simple analysis on the political roles of MHRA before independence, 
Chapter Two discussed the political participation of MHRA after independence. The 
failure of political structure and Chinese ruling parties under the “Formal Democracy” 
system, forced MHRA taking part into political arena in order to maintain their 
members and Chinese’s rights. They clarify and promoting their political ideas and 
interest demands through their proposals in general assembly, signing memorandums, 
expressing political view in various occasions and etc. However, due to the limitation 
of their conservativeness, incorporated from the Chinese ruling parties and ineffective 
integration between associations, make MHRA hardly to form an integrated political 
power. Therefore, the political influence of MHRA are still very limited. 
Chapter Three basically examines economic function of MHRA. After 
independence of Malaysia, the economic function of MHRA was significantly 
enhanced. MHRA have established special trade and industry groups reorganized as  
“Non-profit Co., Ltd.” to expand external economic affairs. MHRA developed and 
improved the comercial functions of their own enterprises to achieve the goal of 
“supporting associations by comercial exploitation”. In the early period of New 
Economic Policy, MHRA responded positively to the call of Chinese society, joined 
“Corporatization Movement” to improve and enhance the economic status of Chinese. 
In the context of economic globalization, MHRA used regional ties to promote and 
organize the World Hokkien Associations which expanded and deepened MHRA 
members’ international trade network. This dissertation argues that three factors have 














changes in domestic and international economic environment and the MHRA’s 
leadership. 
Chapter Four expounds cultural and educational functions of MHRA. On cultural 
identity，the combination of hometown cultural identity and Chinese cultural identity 
are the important feature of MHRA’s cultural identity. On one hand, MHRA inherited 
Hokkien hometown cultural tradition, on the other hand, they carry forward Chinese 
culture. It is MHRA’s traditional spirit to support the Chinese Education. After 
independence of Malaysia, MHRA and Chinese society adhered to Chinese education, 
defending rights of Chinese education, supporting Chinese society in establishing 
Independent Secondary School and Chinese universities, making Malaysia become 
the country which has Chinese primary schools, Chinese middle schools and Chinese 
universities beyond China. As a reflection of Malaysian Chinese society’s change and 
evolution, scholarship is endowed to train personnel for the state and society, 
strengthening the younger generation’s cultural identity, and culturing the 
responsibility for the society. 
Chapter Five explores the linkage between MHRA and their ancestral homeland. 
Prior to the establishment of New China, MHRA established a good relationship with 
their motherland and hometown. After 1949, the linkage was interrupted because of 
various reasons. Until the 1990s, MHRA have reestablished the linkage network with 
their ancestral homeland through cultural exchanges, economic investment and public 
welfare donations. There are similarities and differences between the two modes in 
view of the differences of space-time background. 
To conclude, this dissertation sums up the law of historical development and 
functional evolution of MHRA by analysing the various factors which affected 
MHRA’s functional evolution. 
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